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Special needs teacher retires from the job she terms 

her 'calling'

August 16, 2007

Since she began teaching 20 years ago at the Developmental Day School in Andover, Joanne Evans said, she has been fortunate to witness the power of technological advances for students. Affiliated with the Professional Center for Child Development, the private school serves children 3 to 7 years old with multiple disabilities, vision and/or hearing impairment, and complex healthcare needs.

"Years ago, these kids didn't have a way to access their environment. With computers nowadays, all they need is one little movement to make a toy go," said Evans, who lives in Westford. "A lot of people don't realize all these children can do."

Evans, who retired last week at age 65 as a classroom teacher, said she has been impressed all these years by the school's positive atmosphere, support of administrators and fellow staff, and the team approach that supports students with occupational, physical, and speech therapy.

"It's so wonderful seeing children at any level being able to learn," said Evans, recalling times when a withdrawn student would suddenly push a button to play music. "They'd have a big smile on their face and I'd get just as excited."

Evans said she looks forward to spending more time with her family, beginning with a camping trip in Maine with her four grandchildren. However, she will miss her students and working alongside colleagues who have become good friends. "It isn't the right job for everyone, but I loved every minute of it," she said. "I really feel like working with these kids was my calling."
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Joanne Evans admires the artwork of student Kyle Berube of Chelmsford.











