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John DeMichaelis
honrado durante una
gala

John DeMichaelis junto a su hijo recibiendo su premio de manos de Veryl D. Anderson, RN,
Co-Fundadora y Directora Ejecutiva, The Professional Center for Child Development.
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Thc Professional Center for Child
Development (PCCD) honored
John DeMichaelis for his generosity
and his commitment to children.

In February 2006. DeMichaclis
founded the Olivia’s Organics Charitable
Foundation. after consulting with his sons
and partners in business John. Mark and
Kevin, they decided that it was time to
develop a concept in which their business
could give back to community. Since,
the foundation has given to 30 children’s
charities with the most recent being the
PCCD. The DeMichaelis family owns and
operates Olivia’s Organics,  distributors
of organic salads to several regions of the
country.

Featured speakerat the event was Laura
Backman. a native and kindergarten teacher
of Portsmouth, R.L, author of Lemon the
Duck. a book going into its second printing.
The book tells the story of Lemon, a duck
born with physical challenges. Three years
ago. Lemon was hatched in an incubator,
as part of Backman’s kindergarten class
project but was unable to stand or keep her
halance.

Lemon the Duck’s editorial director.
Meehan Nolan, says about the book, “The
messages were really nice for kids. about
acceptance and embracing  differences,
We thought it was a fantastic inspiration
story.”

Backman and Lemon, comfortably
placed in a basked. sleeps with her adopted
mother and travels extensively as a therapy
duck.

Also awarded at the gala were Priscilla
Baitle and Leslie Levenson. After working
for PCCD for over 30 years, Bartle retired
but continues working there as a volunteer.
Levenson is founder of Community Giving
Tree. an organization that helps low income,
under-housed and new immigrants familics
with daily essentials.

The Professional Center for Child
Development is a non-profit, community
based agency that for thirty-five years.
had provided hundreds of children and
their families with the opportunity to grow
and develop to achieve their full potential
through services such as early intervention,
a developmental day school. pediatric
therapy and parent support services

Founded in 1973, the PCCD has
offices in Andover at 32 Osgood Street.
and in Lawrence at 130 Parker Street.
PCCD now serves over 1400 children
with disabilities and their families coping
with health issues and challenges annually,
including Lawrence. Lowell. Southern
NH. Andover, North Andover. Methuen.
Haverhill, Tewksbury. Dracut, Reading.
North Reading and the North Shore area.
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John DeMichaelis honored at gala
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Leslie Levenson-and Carol
Kahe'of the Giving Tree,
sharing a‘faugh.







